Sayings of Broadway's
“Mos! Polished Vagabond”

¢ & o

““Btop, look, listen, before you
speak."’

“I'd rather be broke on Broad-
way than have & ten-spot any-
where else, any time."’

‘‘Everyone on Broadway who is
anybody is always susceptible to
the man with wits."’

"“If wvou're broke,
Broadway know it.
you re lost.”

don't let
If you do,

‘When on Broadway vou want
to get away, and when away you
want {o get back."

who like Broadway
don't know why; neither do those
who detest it."”

"“Those

““You must appear to be busy,
even though you have no busi
ress, if you are to remain on
Eroadway."’

“Don’t attempt to borrow,
Brordway has no use for a bor-
rower."’
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miable disposition
leasing personality
An esngaging smile.
horough knowledge of human nature
\ffability
knowledge of the city, Its life, its
ide1le, {t2 people and, above all, the
abhility to immediately mark the stranger
to Hroadway.
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QYuite an extensive ejuipment for one
person! Yet, so they say, 1 possess
them all. Anyway, be that as it may, I
solved the mystery of wresting a living
from Broadway—iha “Gay White Way™
—where, as all the world knows, if you
are to see anvthing, extract any pleasure.
you must have money and lots of it

Another thing. You must never let 1L
be known you are hroke on Broadway,
and you must never DOITOW mORAY.
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Hard Lines, But Why Not
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When 1 fNrst went to New York from
Cleveland, where I was born aod reared,
1 obtained employment with a theatrical
publication, for which 1 worked three
YEATS In the course of that time [ made
It my business to form the acquaintance
of every person worth knowing connected
withh the theatrical profession housa
managers, company managers, producers,
booking agenis, actors, actresses, chorus
girls, press agents., not overlooking the man
in the box office or the doorkeeper—and once
acquainted, believe me, 1 never allowed them
tu forgetl me Every time I met one of them,
no matter where or when, | placed my smile
in commission. extended my hand and had a
cheery word, also often a bit of gossip, true or
not. aboutr their friends, and left them with a
more or loss warm fealing in their hreasts for
me If strangers chanced to be with them, so
much the berter. Intronductions ware bound to
be forthcoming, thus widening my circle of
gcquainlances.
I do not believe there {s a man in the world

who knows as maay persons ia the theatrial
3
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profession a= 1 do And, living “by
my wits' as 1 do, 1 have yet to suffer
the humiliation of any one of them,
from the celebrities to the least
known, deny my acquaintance or ad-
minister a rebuff. They are my friends
because T have always sought to make
myself usaful to them, and have suc-
ceaded i many {ostances.

My sphere of activity along Broad-
way ranged from 39th to 50th street
In that region I was always in evi
dence, day and night. That is, what
Broadway terms day and night, for

begin
until

Broadway's day does not
until noon, and pight mweans
at jenst 3 or 4 @

Through my th

tions 1 became intimately ac-
quainted with nll the hotel, res
taurant and cafe men &BloNg
Broadway — from proprietor Lo
bellbop—and could call oeurly all
the men-about-town. chaulfeurs,
policemen and habitues of my
territory by their first naroes. And
they all knew for | never per-
mitted any hintus in arquaintance-
ship. It was m) and
invaluable will
learn.
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the future The restaurant to which 1
repatred was quiet snough— at that time
Not more than a dozen persons
s=ated at the forty or more tables
1 entered. 1 knew the proprietor, Louis
Martin. In the rourse of my cogitations
he rame to my table to Inguire regard-
Ing the =erviee, and | Invited him 1o =it
with me. | told him of my troubles and
he told me of his, for husiness with him
was mighty slim Gloom loves company,
and it was the first time in my life that
1 had ever experienced the slightest
worry regarding the future But 1
got my troubles as 1 " interested
in those of Martin He had a beautiful
restanrant. then as now at Hroadway
and 42d street, of New York
The culsine unexcelled, the service
perfection itself. Rut thersa was scarcely
any business. A happy thought struck
me. I borrowed the Iidea, tono one
thing vou can horrow n New York A
few nights previously 1 had dropped inte
Kid McCoy's rathskeller at JI81h
and Broadway, a trifie
Heus of my range. All was gavet)
Coy’s, and business was top-noteh
was an orchestra, and girls and
were dancing among the tables
times on top of them Dirinks
ing served galore, and the
kept on the jump.

Why not gayety In A high-rlacs restan.
rant? 1 thousght. Then the ldea' Fuar
vears 1 had been supplying ideas to the-
atrical managers and actors Fratis
Tdeas for the improvement of acts, Idens
in advertising Why oot supply an idea
and get paid for it?

8o 1 suggeated to Martln the (dea
later on developed Into the eabaret,
enriched many a rectaurate
l.ouls Martin's the most br
famous restaurant In New
as the most profitable—a condition
obtained for vears, and does =stili

The next night thers was musie nt
Martin's,. We engaged proafessinnal dane-
ers to waltz and two-step among the ta
bles. We had gingers. a monologist and
a blark-fared comedy act 1 saw to It
that the innovation at so high-grade a
restaurant as Martin's got plenty of pub-
lelty The following night Martin was
compelled to turn people away. He paid
me $150 on the spot for my ldea. gave
me carte blanche In the restaurant so far
as eating and drinking were concerned
and for months tore up all the checka 1
signed.

Thereupon 1 decided to llve by my
wits. Why work when I could get cash
for ideas? So 1 started I overlonked
nothing. Ideas for actors, ldeas for the
fmprovement of advertising, ldeas for
show windows, ldeas for bhusiness men,
fdeas for newspaper and magazine stories
—anything and everything that promised
to beget a dollar.

Traversing Broadway hy night and by
dxy, I had some sort of an ldea, good or
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Returning Celebrity.

bad, (for nearly every person [ met If
the fdea happened to be a good one and
was accepted, fine! [ collectad pay for
it. If It failed, 1 lost nothing

New York newspapers do not employ
large reportorial staffs. They depecd on
the City News Bureau for the collection
nf news, In the main If the story s
“big” they detail & stafl reporter to eover
it. And they pay for pews tips. With
my wide acquaintapnce [ knew what was
doing along Broadway. If I heard of a
wcandal, a prospective divorce sult, an
{mportant robbery, or any bit of news

Waiting for the Stranger on Broadway.
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I would hear of a new hu<in
established, a hotel that
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1 prefer ta meat r
tor he who patronizes Lhe bur always 18
lheral with his money A smile
question and we are acquainted.  [Usually,
I buy the first drink But he is wary
He has heard of the pitfalls, the coni
dence men along Broads The bar-
tender addresses me by na That helps
a little. Another dr or a cigar
Habitues come
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a chanee

and go: 1 speak to them
all, and they a1l speak to me Pres: n:'l‘
s man high in the theatrical profession—
a man whose name is o houschold waord
in all America—drops in I address him
by name “How are vou, Huaas.”™ I8 the
reply. Will he have a drink with us?
Certainly, for that is his mission In the
bar. 1 iIntrodute him to the stranger
from Kankakee, who is only too delighted
to buy. 1 guide the conversation into
business channels I'm considering an
important proposition from Shubert, from
Hammerstein, from Kiaw and FErlanger,
I tell the celebrity. My Kankakee friend
Is becoming impressed Perhaps I'm all
right, he begins to think. The hotel pro-
pristor saunters i{n. | shake hands with
him. too. The stranzer’s favorahle im-
pression grows. In the course of half an
hour or so, perhapa half a dozen or more
men of prominence, known by raputation
to the stranger—ocelebrities he never
dreamed of meeting personally—have ad-
dressed me by name, passed a pleasant

word or and his coofidence in me
Is complete

Dinner follows, at his expense, of
course. [ suggest the theater—a round
of them, for It I8 much easier for me to
pass a friendly doorkeeper than to get
tickets. A wave of the hand, a cheery
“Hello, Henry." lo the doorkeeper, and
we are inside the theater before Henry
has had a chance to protest, did he feel
g0 inclined. We remain fifteen or twenty
minutes, then [ follow the same procedure
at some other theater where I am sure
of the ticket-collector.

But it is time
fore the night

two,

to gt 2ome money be-
grows too old So [ put
my “'‘prospect” to the test. I am sorry,
I sav, that | cannot remain with him
longer. Unfortunately, [ tell him, I failed
to go to the bunk that day, not intending
to stay in night, short
of funds, | cannot turther imposs on his
generosity, 1 say, as | 3 in the habit of
keeping up o own nd when out with a
il 1 orry | must say good-
nizht; I would like to take him to the
Jardin du Danse, or to the Garden, or to
Bustanoby's famous restaurants of
whiel he has heard by this time—wlhere
many of my chorus girl friends and asso-
ciates celabs I in stage-land congregate
after the ater, and have him meet
some of them, but finanees will not per-
it T wrow niegkt, oll him, 1 will
funds and only v lad to show
all the high which New
York He Money is of
nu COnss 3 1 He has plenty
of it. Tt 1 voung: he has only
explored rrust of Hroadway Many
drinks warmed spirits nnd
: pround the Kankakea
there's n potent appeal
stipper with a bevy
prettiest chorus girls and
f " encountering more of
fumous cl well-
publie
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dinner
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to three or nr
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T W | [} I'I Yer we L i
to  be millionalre {rom
Rankakes_ ™" A zay supper follows My
companion meels celebrity after eelebrity,
nd returns to his hotel well satisfied with
his first experience among the bright
lights along Hroadway I have been
gporing in my expenditures during the
night Usually | manage to save about
75 per eent of the “entertaining fund ™
I have no permanent abode bacanse I
do not need one. 1 sleep in any hotel I
chance to be near. letting my chance
acquaintances [rom out of town pey the
bills, They like to have me near for
they are looking forward to the pleasures
of another day.

tela-
asking
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tv go, for a party

given by A

My stock in trade consists of two suits
of clothes, one of which is always at the
tajflor's being pressed. three or four
ghirts and as many collars in a dally
service laundry, and of course a sult of
evening clothes, so that when I appear
oo Brogdway | am immuculate. I've dis-
reosed with breakfast at times when
things were going badly that [ might
appear with a fresh shave and polished
shoes

For vou must prezent s “good froat™
If you are to live by your wits on Broad-
way.




